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Advisory Committee Meeting #2 – Summary           DRAFT   
 
Date:   July 31, 2013 
Time:   4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
Location:  Kirkland City Hall, Peter Kirk Room, 123 Fifth Avenue, Kirkland, WA  
 
In attendance: 
Project staff 

 Rod Steitzer 
City of Kirkland 

 Kari Page  
City of Kirkland 

 Don Samdahl  
Fehr & Peers 

 Chris Breiland  
Fehr & Peers 

 Dennis Sandstrom  
EnviroIssues 

 Kurt Ahrensfeld  
Perteet 

Committee Members 

 Mike Haschak  
Kirkland Fire Department 

 Officer Steve Oskierko 
Kirkland Police Department 

 Tedd McCagg,  
Finn Hill Neighborhood Alliance 

 Jon Pascal  
Finn Hill Neighborhood Alliance 

 Pierre Geurts  
Finn Hill Neighborhood, At Large 

 Norm Storme  
Juanita Neighborhoods Association 

 Janice Gerrish 
King County Parks Trail Board 

 Connie Blumen 
King County Parks  

 Lance Carter 
Juanita Businesses 

 Glen Buhlmann 
Cascade Bicycle Club 

 Sheldon Haber 
Bastyr University 

 Daniel Clark 
Bastyr University

 
 

Committee Members not in attendance: 

 Representative for King County Metro 

 Bryan McNaghten, Kirkland Police 

 Katy Melin, Finn Hill Businesses 

 Scott Emry, Lake Washington School District 

 Nima Salestani, Finn Hill Businesses 
 
 
 
 

Materials: 

 Agenda 

 Juanita Advisory Committee Meeting #1 
Summary 

 Juanita Drive Improvement Concepts 
Memorandum 

 Traffic Calming Toolbox  

 Cross Section Maps and Concepts 

 PowerPoint Presentation 

 

 
Welcome and Introductions 
Rod Steitzer introduced himself as the new project manager for the Juanita Drive Master Plan Corridor 
Study (Study), welcomed the Community Advisory Committee (Committee) members and thanked them 
for agreeing to participate. He then asked all in attendance introduce themselves. 
 
Review of Issues and Opportunities 
Don Samdahl then provided the Committee a general overview of how the Study has progressed since 
Committee Meeting #1. Additional research has been conducted, which staff reviewed later in the 
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meeting. Staff has also begun developing potential concepts that are neither suggestions or all-inclusive; 
the team looked forward to receiving the Committee’s feedback on the progress made so far. 
 
Dennis Sandstrom then gave a summary of the outreach activities conducted since the Committee’s first 
meeting. Between May and July, staff gave a presentation to the Finn Hill Neighborhood Alliance and 
staffed information booths at the Kirkland Wednesday Market, Walk ‘n’ Roll at Juanita Friday Market, 
and City Planning Day. On June 12, the City hosted a Corridor Study Community Workshop with 86 
people from the community in attendance. In total, staff has spoken with more than 320 people and 
received more than 250 comments. Many of the same suggestions and concerns have been heard from 
a variety of different people at a diverse mix of community events, which staff believes is a good 
indication that the City’s outreach efforts have been successful.  
 
Kurt Ahrensfeld and Don Samdahl then shared with the Committee the common themes heard at the 
variety of outreach events and from comments received on the website.  

 Horizontal curves: There are many curves and fast traffic in the corridor; the 85th percentile 
speed exceeds 40 mph. Several curves do not meet the standards for this speed.  

 Lighting conditions: In some areas of the corridor there are places where the lighting is 
insufficient; there are some places where lights are not on. However, much of the corridor is 
adequately lighted.  

 520 Tolling Effects: It appears that there was a spike right after the tolls went in, but this 
increase in traffic mostly impacted 100th Ave. A year later, the traffic volumes have fallen back 
to normal. In short, there has not been a significant impact. 

 Land use: Near the Juanita Corridor, the City is expecting an increase of 500-900 households (5-
10%) and 200-400 jobs (15-30%), mostly along 100th Ave, over the next 20 years. 

 Traffic growth: The team predicts a 5-10% increase in traffic along Juanita Drive given that traffic 
growth is constrained at either end of the corridor.  

 Traffic congestion: In the morning, there is a lot of congestion to the south with a level of service 
grade of E/F. When applying the future conditions, the same locations would see more traffic 
congestion. 

 
Jon Pascal asked the team how they got their numbers for traffic growth predictions and if it was based 
on 9,000 houses. Don Samdahl said the team used the City’s traffic modeling and the numbers only 
apply to the Finn Hill and Juanita neighborhoods, but that the team would double-check. Jon Pascal 
suggested the City take into account the full build-outs of certain business districts. Don Samdahl said 
they could look into this option and do some stress testing of these numbers. 
 
Janice Gerrish asked if the City knew what mix of funding sources they would utilize for this project, 
given funding is still needed to build any alternatives. Rod Steitzer said the City does not have current 
funding in place; it could be anything from City to federal sources. 
 
Jon Pascal suggested that the team communicate to the public how the study is considering future 
growth and how this may impact future safety and mobility concerns. Janice Gerrish then suggested that 
future growth also consider the potential to keep both the old and new fire stations and prioritize them 
for road improvement considerations. 
 
Development of Alternative Concepts 
Don Samdahl then presented alternative concepts and asked for the Committee’s feedback on the basic 
cross-sections. These alternatives are neither recommended nor suggested, but rather an initial set of 
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potential treatments that could be used in a suite of alternatives for public input. When developing 
these cross-sections, the team considered the corridor profile, stakeholder input, best practices and 
recognized constraints.  
 
The minimum width needed for these concepts would be 38-40 feet: two lanes of traffic, bike lanes on 
either side of the roadway and a walkway on one side of the street. Currently, the corridor widths vary 
between 30 and 54 feet. Right of way is 60 feet. 
 
Officer Steve Oskierko asked if these plans include a physical barrier between the cars and the bicycles 
or pedestrians. Don Samdahl said they had considered a painted buffer or rumble strips, but not curbs. 
Officer Steve Oskierko said that a painted buffer would not do much to keep drivers away from this area 
after they exceed a certain speed. 
 
Lance Carter said that he was OK with the minimum width, as long as the delineation is clear. Pierre 
Geurts said that he preferred the 10 feet-wide path on the side of the roadway, since it provided more 
space for people to stay closer to the hill. Mike Haschak thought having bikes sharing a path with 
pedestrians for both uphill and downhill would be dangerous. 
 
Chris Breiland and Kurt Ahrensfeld then reviewed the traffic calming toolbox. These options are actions 
to slow traffic and improve safety. The tools are not intended to provide capacity, but rather manage 
existing and expected traffic flow. 
 
Chris Breiland then reviewed the draft concepts on the 100th Avenue NE to NE 119th Street map. Kari 
Page noted that a suggestion for moving the pedestrian sign near 98th had been received and already in 
the queue to be completed. Lance Carter noted a place along a route he uses that has curbs for a very 
short distance that seems to work well. Don Samdahl said that using curbs could make sense, but the 
City would have to consider school buses and garbage truck service. Pierre Geurts asked about the use 
of candlestick dividers. Glen Buhlmann said these are better than the rumble strips, since they are more 
visible. 
 
Chris Breiland shared an option to close the road near the sharp curve towards the southern end of the 
project. Pierre Geurts said this could make sense, since many people he knew did not use this street 
because of safety concerns. He also suggested that the City investigate this option further with nearby 
residents before carrying it forward. 
 
Ted McCagg asked if the team investigated the difference of bike use between weekend and weekday 
commutes. Don Samdahl said they did get these counts. Though the count numbers are not high, it is 
higher than similar roads in King County. 
 
Kurt Ahrensfeld then reviewed the map of concepts between 93rd Avenue NE and 84th Place NE. There 
are some significant constraints in this section of the roadway for any kind of widening; anything more 
than a 39-feet width would be very difficult to put in. Pierre Geurts asked if the team had considered 
adding an entrance at Juanita Lane for southbound traffic and if this diversion could also work for 
pedestrians and bikes. Kurt Ahrensfeld said the team could consider these options. 
 
Kurt Ahrensfeld then reviewed the concepts for NE 112th Street and 80th Ave NE intersection. One 
option is to realign the intersection to allow for a protected left turn lane and provide safe pedestrian 
crossings. Lance Carter asked if the team had considered adding a light signal here. Don Samdahl said 
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they had, but it did not meet the minimum criteria. Pierre Geurts asked if the protected left turn could 
be extended into the intersection further, since the sight distances make it difficult to see when going 
southbound. Kurt Ahrensfeld said the team could look in to this option. 
 
Don Samdahl and Chris Breiland then reviewed the concepts included in the NE 117th Street to NE 
132nd Street map. One option is to use center-lane rumble strips as a safety break, though noise could 
be an impact. Glen Buhlmann asked if using a narrower lane would slow cars down. Don Samdahl said 
would be more of a design detail, but the team would look in to this option. Kari Page said that Metro 
has requested a lane width of 11 feet. 
 
Kurt Ahrensfeld then reviewed the concepts for the NE 122nd Place Intersection, including intersection 
realignments and potential roundabouts. Jon Pascal said that the single roundabout seems the most 
interesting and that any kind of lighting improvements made on 122nd would be helpful. Norm Storme 
asked how the City would signalize the roundabouts for the fire department. Chris Breiland said that 
signals used in similar situations look and act like ramp meter signals. 
 
Kurt Ahrensfeld then reviewed the concepts at NE 132nd Street. The conditions of this intersection 
could warrant a traffic signal.  
 
Chris Breiland then reviewed the concepts through Big Finn Hill Park. Jon Pascal asked about the dashed 
green line and said the community would probably be against taking any park right of way. Chris 
Breiland said one option could be to put in a pedestrian and bicycle path, which exists in the City’s right 
of way. To achieve some of the safety improvements presented could mean additional right of way from 
the park. Jon Pascal asked if there was a way to complete some, but not all, of the safety improvements 
as an interim step. Don Samdahl said that this could be possible. Janice Gerrish suggested the use of the 
pedestrian warning lights in this area. 
 
To conclude the discussion of alternatives, Don Samdahl asked if Committee members had any 
additional thoughts or questions. 
 
Jon Pascal said that he generally like the alternatives, but wanted to take more time to consider them 
fully. He also mentioned the desire to see some short-term or interim, implementable alternatives. 
 
Norm Storme asked for a list of the alternatives or improvements sorted in order by those that provide 
the largest benefit for the least amount of cost. 
 
Janice Gerrish asked if the development of concepts considered alternative routes to the use of Juanita 
Drive. Don Samdahl said that any improvements to Juanita Drive would also include some 
improvements to the side streets. 
 
Ted McCagg suggested a second roundabout at 138th (entrance to park) may not be needed. 
 
Connie Blumen was happy to see the options for connecting the two sides of the park across Juanita 
Drive and looked forward to working with the City on this mutual benefit. She also wanted to make sure 
that it was clear that proposed acquisition of park land for right of way would need to be discussed 
further. 
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Next Steps 
Don Samdahl said that as the project moves forward, they will seek public comment on the current suite 
of alternatives. Before they are made public, the team will work on a list of pros and cons for each of the 
alternatives, as well as show what could be done at minimum in each segment of the corridor. If 
Committee members had any additional comments or suggestions, they were encouraged to provide 
them to Rod Steitzer. 
 
The outreach events currently scheduled are: 

 Sept. – DennyFest 

 Sept./Oct – Presentations to neighborhood associations 

 Oct. – Project open house 
 
The City has dates for the next two advisory committee meetings, which will be sent out soon. The City 
will also post the materials from Meeting #2 to the website once the summary is complete. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m. 


